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SUBJECT: INDIAN NUCLEAR EXPLOSION 

1. WILLIAM PRITCHETT, FIRST ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF 
DEFENSE FOR POLICY PLANNING, RAISED IMPLICATIONS OF 
INDIAN ACTION WITH DCM JUNE 7. PRITCHETT SAID HE WAS 
DEEPLY CONCERNED AT DESTABLIZING EFFECT, AND CITED 
"UNEASY SIGNALS" AUSTRALIANS HAVE RECEIVED FROM 
ITALIANS AND GERMANS REGARDING NPT. PRITCHETT SAID 

THAT ADOD WAS PRESSING WITHIN AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT FOR 
TOUGHTER GOA CRITICISM OF INDIANS AND A CALL FOR COLLECTIVE 
ACTION TO REAFFIRM NPT PRINCIPLES. 

2. PRITCHETT SAID HE BELIEVED THAT FIRM LEADERSHIP FROM 
US IN THIS DIRECTION WOULD STRIKE A RESPONSIVE CHORD 
IN AUSTRALIAN LABOR GOVERNMENT. IN FACT, THIS ISSUE 
COULD MAKE IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTION TO REBUILDING CLOSE 
US/AUSTRALIAN RELATIONSHIP. PRITCHETT SAID HE WAS 
PUZZLED BY SILENCE FROM WASHINGTON ON A QUESTION WHICH 
SEEMED TO CALL FOR U.S. LEADERSHIP. 
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3. LATER IN DAY, PRITCHETT'S SUPERIOR, SIR ARTHUR 

TANGE, PERMANENT HEAD OF ADOD, MENTIONED SAME SUBJECT 

TO AMBASSADOR DURING MEETING ON ANOTHER MATTER. TANGE 

COMMENTED THAT GOA KNEW INDIAN CLAIM OF "PEACEFUL 

APPLICATIONS" WAS A CANARD. HOWEVER, IF INDIANS 

GOT AWAY WITH THIS OTHERS WOULD TRY SAME MANEUVER. 

IT SHOULD BE BROUGHT OUT CLEARLY AND PUBLICLY THAT 
THE "PEACEFUL USES" COVER WAS NOT CREDIBLE, THAT US 
HAD DEVOTED GREAT EFFORT TO PLOUGHSHARE AND HAD 
ABANDONED THE CONCEPT FOR PRATICAL AS WELL AS POLITICAL 
REASONS. HE FELT AUSTRALIAN LABOR GOVERNMENT WOULD 
RESPOND POSITIVELY TO AN INITIATIVE DESIGNED TO 
SET THIS MATTER STRAIGHT AND REAFFIRM NPT. TANGE 
ADDED HIS PERSONAL VIEW THAT A REVIVAL OF SUPPORT FOR 
NPT PROBABLY REQUIRED POSITIVE INCENTIVES FOR 
PARTICIPANT COUNTRIES AS WELL AS THE OBVIOUS NEGATIVE 
INCENTIVE OF LIMITING GLOBAL DESTABLIZATION. HE DID 
NOT ENLARGE ON THIS POINT. 

GREEN 
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